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Introduction
	Domestic violence is one of the most horrendous kinds of abuse suffered by not only women but also men in our society today. However, the statistics show more women than men are afflicted by this manner of abuse. We will also give a detailed statement of the problem of domestic violence, a literature review of this problem, and factual findings with scholarly and reliable references. We will discuss the signs of domestic violence, and the ways in which the violator or perpetrator of this type of violence is able to control the victim by using different forms of verbal, physical, mental, and emotional abuse.

Statement of the Problem
	Domestic violence is on the rise in the United States, and the reason for this problem is that the typical person is not aware of the significance and importance of the matter, (Mosser, Peter).   According to the National Coalition for Domestic Violence, “85% of domestic violence victims are women. This shows that approximately 15 % of all victims are male. According to the National Organization for Woman, “In 2005, 1,181 were murdered by an intimate partner”. If we look at the statistics, this data proves that at least a third of all women killed in 2005 were a direct result of some form of domestic violence. Domestic violence will continue with not cease in sight until we as a nation come together and begin to take the steps necessary in order to eradicate this unnecessary and relentless type of abuse.
Some people feel that domestic violence is the fault of the woman who is being abused. This statement is usually made by men who are typically involved in this type of abuse, or have been programed through seeing this type of abuse dealt out by a family member from childhood. Usually the individual was the father of the man who believes domestic violence is the fault of the woman who is being abused. 
The perpetrator of this type of violence will almost always make excused for the reason they have beaten and abused their spouse or significant other. These excuses range from: If she wouldn’t make me so angry I would not have to put her in her place, she needs to learn just to shut up and quite talking back; she should have listened to me and done what I asked her, ECT. We must realize however that these are just excuses so the perpetrator does not feel he is at fault in the situation. 	
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Literature Review
Domestic violence is a widespread type of abuse, which is directed toward more women than men in the United States are. This type of violence does not discriminate between race, religion, creed, class or age, but seems to have become an equal opportunity type of abuse. Woman are known to be at a high risk for domestic violence from men who they know and have had some type of relationship with, than those of men they do not know or associate with, (Greenan, Lily). 
Most of the literature reviews researched on the topic of domestic violence suggest that more appropriate domestic violence laws need to be put in place, and then enforced. These reviews suggest harsher penalties need to be implemented, such as mandatory arrest for first time offenders, and the charges can not be dropped. They must be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law in order to keep the crime rate of domestic violence at bay, (Mills, G., Linda).



Findings
	The statistics further show that “30% to 60% of perpetrators of intimate partner violence also, abuse children in the household, “National Institute for Domestic Violence”. “One in every four women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime”, (Tjaden, Patricia et al., 2000), moreover, females who are 20-24 years of age are at the greatest risk for intimate partner violence, (U.S. Department of Justice, 2006). 
The above are just a few of the findings which show just how wide spread domestic violence is. If we look at the statistics for each state in the United States we will undoubtedly find domestic violence is rampant in every state. What can be done in order to stop this type of wide spread abuse from continuing in America? First, we need to make the public better aware of the situation. Most people have grown to think that domestic violence is just a part of being in a relationship. They are unaware of how brutal this type of violence really is, simply because they choice to either look away and ignore it, or because they just do not want to get involved. We need to become aware of the problem and get involved in order to become able to really help the victims of domestic violence. 
The following diagram shows us that domestic violence is caused because the abuser wants power and control of the victim. The chart also show us the ways in which the abuser gets this power and control from the victim using children, isolating the victim from others who may try to help, and intimidating the victim in order to keep her quite about the abuse:
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If we look at the power and control wheel above, we will become very much aware of just how easy it is for the perpetrator to physically, mentally and emotionally over come the victim of domestic violence. According to the chart or wheel there are eight different levels in which the violator can overcome the victim and try to control them. The perpetrator will threaten the victim, intimidate her, emotional abuse her, isolate her from anyone who may be able to help her. He will deny he was at fault, and blame her for the violence he has bestowed upon her. If children are involved in domestic violence situations, the abuser will sometimes use them as pawns in order to keep his victim from leaving, for fear the children could be hurt by the abuser as well. The violator of domestic abuse will also sometimes use his male privilege as a part of the violence. He may feel it is his right as a “MAN” to make his victim feel as if she is a servant to him. He will not let her be in control of any discussion. He feels he is the “King of the Castle”, and his victim must be subservient to him. The perpetrator will also use financial control over his victim. He may become enraged if the victim becomes employed because she will become financially able to get away from the abuse. In most cases the violator of domestic abuse will make it impossible for the victim to obtain or keep a job. 
Conclusion
	Domestic violence is one of the most horrendous kinds of abuse suffered women in our society today. The statistics show that 85 percent of domestic violence victims are female. Only 15 percent of victims are men. Domestic violence can happen to anyone, it does not matter the race, creed, religion, or standing in society of the victim. If the issue of domestic violence is not dealt with in a manner, which is sufficient, then this type of abuse will continue among all classes of society with no ending. In order for us as a society to eradicate this horrendous type of abuse, we need to stand together and make tougher laws, which will protect the victims of this abuse. 
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