
 
 
PAPER—Art and Context (A Cross Cultural Essay on Beauty)        Fall 2017  
Art 280-01 Art History Survey           
 
 
FORMAT 
Paper should be a minimum of 1000 words (approximately 4 double-spaced pages) 
Use 12-point type, Times New Roman font, one-inch margins—sides, top and bottom. 
 
YOU WILL UPLOAD YOUR PAPER AND HIGH RESOLUTION COLOR REPRODUCTIONS OF THE 
ARTWORKS YOU SELECTED TO BLACKBOARD. 
 

1.  Choosing works of art 
 Select two works of art that reflect contrasting cultural contexts related to body image.  
 Be sure to select two VERY different cultures. It is a good idea to compare artworks from different 
 continents. [ie. Asia and Europe; South America and Africa; Europe and Africa etc.] 

  There are several chapters in your book, not covered in class, that examine the artwork of other  
  continents and cultures. Consult Chapters 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. These chapters will be a valuable  
  resource as you select works of art to compare. Also look at books in the library that contain color  
  pictures of artworks (“N-NZ” numbers/Library of Congress). Choose clear color reproductions of  
  paintings or sculptures that interest you.   

Selections must be approved by instructor. 
 

2. Writing a contextual analysis   
a. Develop a title for your paper that introduces your topic. 

  Include a title page that lists the names of the works of art, the media or materials used to create  
  them, the name of the artists, and the years they were completed.   
  (In your list of citations be sure to include the source information [book and page number/or 
  website] where your artwork is located.) 
b.  Introduce the reader to the theme of beauty. Describe how interpretation of the theme varies 

 depending upon the cultural context.  
c.  Use your selected works of art to illustrate and explain your thesis. Look at the artworks.   

   What is the subject matter?    
   What is the artist trying to communicate?  
    How does the artist’s interpretation reflect the time and cultural context in which he or she lives?  Be 
  sure to provide background with regard to history and culture that RELATES to the artworks you  
  have selected. 
  Be sure to compare aspects of the selected artworks throughout your paper.  
    Do not wait until the conclusion. 
d.  Conclusion—Explain what you have discovered about the artworks and cultures you have selected. 

 
3.  Citations 

• You MUST use citations throughout your paper and include a Works Cited page.  
 Be sure to use MLA format for all citations.  
• Do not use non-educational sources. Stick to .edu Websites and library databases: 
   https://library.coker.edu/databases/ such as Academic OneFile, Academic Search Complete,  
   ARTstor (for images), Encyclopedia Britannica 

 
 


